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In writing the life of Ramanujan, I faced the barriers of two foreign cultures, a chal
lenging discipline, and a distant time. As I am expert in none of these, lowe a debt of
gratitude to the many persons who have helped me surmount those barriers-who have
consented to interviews, spent hours explaining recondite areas of mathematics or In
dian cultural life, guided me to out of the way documents in libraries and archives, read
and criticized early drafts, befriended me in England and India-and, back in Balti
more, offered a supportive hand or word of advice. I am abashed at how much space
I require to simply say thank you, but it is an apt measure of my debt.

First, thanks are due] udy, who has borne more husbandly changes of mood than
any person should have to bear, and to whom lowe much in the way of nurturing,
encouragement, and support. Those intangibles are easy to take for granted when you
have them, but almost impossible to get along with when you don't.

To]udy and my sister Rachele, and their refusal to tell me what I wished to hear
at a crucial point, lowe an approach to writing about the mathematics to which
otherwise I might not have turned.

Thanks go to Davy, whose Daddy was gone in England and India for three months
and then, for the year and a half it took to write this book, was too much in the office
and not enough with him. "So how's the Ramanujan book?" he asked me one day
when he was five. I hope that one day he'll read it and be able to answer for himself.

To my parents, Bea and Charles Kanigel, for leaving me fascinated equally by
words, numbers, people, and ideas.

To Michael, Kevin, and]onathan, to Harry and Rachele, and to Elise and Liz-all
of them, each in their own way, irreplaceable parts of my life.

To Bill Stump for encouraging a young writer twenty years ago.
To V. Viswanathan, of Madras, who made room for a confused American in an

already overstuffed auto-rickshaw. To him, his brother V. Meenakshisundaram of the
Madras Port Trust, to S. Sankara Narayanan and V. Subramanyam, and to the
many other members of his family who befriended me in Madras, lowe a debt of
kindness I cannot possibly repay.
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Susan M. Oakes, London Mathematical Society.J. D. Webb, Cambrid~eCity Coun
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I wish also to express my gratitude to the staffs of the many libraries in the United
States, England, and India who have helped me in the quiet, faceless, but unfailingly
competent way we all expect of them. That, of course, is the problem: it's so easy to
take the library for granted when it has the' book or document you need, and to
grumble when it doesn't. But the very concept of the library, as a place to store,
preserve, and give access to books, was thrown into sharp focus during my five weeks
in India. There, libraries cannot always treat their treasures with the expensive care
Western libraries can lavish on theirs. In one, I found books and journals set out on
the floor, piled this way and that, the pages ofevenrecent books crumbling, dusty and
mildewed. And yet never have I seen libraries so intensively used, books so hungrily
devoured. In one small library in Erode, I saw every seat at every table taken, and
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