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In writing the life of Ramanujan, I faced the barriers of two foreign cultures, a chal-
lenging discipline, and a distant time. As I am expert in none of these, I owe a debt of
gratitude to the many persons who have helped me surmount those barriers—who have
consented to interviews, spent hours explaining recondite areas of mathematics or In-
dian cultural life, guided me to out of the way documents in libraries and archives, read
and criticized early drafts, befriended me in England and India—and, back in Balti-
more, offered a supportive hand or word of advice. I am abashed at how much space
I require to simply say thank you, but it is an apt measure of my debt.

First, thanks are due Judy, who has borne more husbandly changes of mood than
any person should have to bear, and to whom I owe much in the way of nurturing,
encouragement, and support. Those intangibles are easy to take for granted when you
have them, but almost impossible to get along with when you don’t.

To Judy and my sister Rachele, and their refusal to tell me what I wished to hear
at a crucial point, I owe an approach to writing about the mathematics to which
otherwise I might not have turned.

Thanks go to Davy, whose Daddy was gone in England and India for three months
and then, for the year and a half it took to write this book, was too much in the office
and not enough with him. “So how’s the Ramanujan book?” he asked me one day
when he was five. I hope that one day he’ll read it and be able to answer for himself.

To my parents, Bea and Charles Kanigel, for leaving me fascinated equally by
words, numbers, people, and ideas.

To Michael, Kevin, and Jonathan, to Harry and Rachele, and to Elise and Liz—all
of them, each in their own way, irreplaceable parts of my life.

To Bill Stump for encouraging a young writer twenty years ago.

To V. Viswanathan, of Madras, who made room for a confused American in an
already overstuffed auto-rickshaw. To him, his brother V. Meenakshisundaram of the
Madras Port Trust, to S. Sankara Narayanan and V. Subramanyam, and to the
many other members of his family who befriended me in Madras, I owe a debt of
kindness I cannot possibly repay.
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To Sambandam, Vijaya, Mahalingam, and all their family in Kumbakonam, for
their boundless hospitality.

To the “Gang of Three”—three American mathematicians, admirers and students
of Ramanujan, who have helped me to understand his work, and who have read the
manuscript along the way, invariably peppering their excellent advice with dollops of
needed encouragement: George Andrews, Pennsylvania State University; Richard
Askey, University of Wisconsin; and Bruce Berndt, University of Illinois. Without the
help of these three men this book could not have been written.

To Robert Rankin of Glasgow, Scotland, whose research into the lives of Ramanu-
jan and Hardy has materially contributed to this book, and who has been unfailingly
patient in responding to my trans-Atlantic queries.

To Freeman Dyson, for taking such interest in the book, rounding up old letters,
reading the manuscript, and making important suggestions.

To Barbara Grossman, whose idea this book was, and who has placed the full force
of her personality behind it. To Joy Smith for her diligence and unfailing good nature.
To Erich Hobbing, David Frost, and others at Scribner’s for their help and talents.
To Zoé English Kharpertian for her fine job of copyediting.

To Vicky Bijur, my agent, for the important role she played in bringing this book
into being, and for the almost frightening efficiency with which she has acted in my
behalf along the way.

To Jane Alexander, who sent me to India the first time and has been a friend since.

So many have helped, in small ways and large, to make this book possible that it
seems scarcely possible to remember them all. I apologize to any I may have inad-
vertently omitted.

In America: Sudarshan Bhatia and Asha Rijhsinghani. V. Anantharaman and Malini.
Ashvin Rajan. Ranjan Roy, Beloit College. Henry S. Tropp, Humboldt State Uni-
versity. S. Chandrasekhar, University of Chicago. Arthur Magida. Gary Leventhal.
Ann Finkbeiner and Cal Walker. Ken Gershman. Lee and Phyllis Jaslow. Mildred
Foster. Carolyne, Kathy, and everyone at the Red Balloon. William Dyal and Thomas
Slakey, St. John’s College, Annapolis. Warren Kornberg, Mosaic magazine. Jacek
Mostwin, Johns Hopkins Hospital. Steve Fisher. Alan Sea. Adrianne Pierce, Johns
Hopkins University. John Halperin, Vanderbilt University. Maurice St. Pierre, Mor-
gan State University. Suzanne Holland, Harard magazine. George W. Comstock,
Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health. S. Bhargava, Uni-
versity of Illinois, Urbana. Wayne Markert, University of Baltimore.

In Britain: Emma and Jonathan Leigh, Cranleigh School. Kevin Gray, Trinity Col-
lege. Béla Bollobds, Trinity College. Charles Burkill, Cambridge. Mary Cartwright,
Cambridge. Rajiv Krishnan, Christ’s College. Roger David Hugh Custance, Win-
chester College. Guy Newcombe, Trinity College. Vince Darley, Trinity College.
John Vickers, St. John’s College. R. Robson, Trinity College. Constance Willis,
Cambridge. Deborah and Bryan J. B. Gauld, Putney. Theodor Schuchat and Louise
Harper, London. Paul and Clare Friedman, Loondon. S. J. Mann, Cranleigh School.
Susan M. Qakes, London Mathematical Society. J. D. Webb, Cambridge City Coun-
cil. Tom Doig, Cambridge Folk Museum. Pat Kattenhorn, India Office Library.

* * *
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In India: Janaki Ammal, the widow of Ramanujan, and her son, W. Narayanan, and
his family, Triplicane, Madras. T. V. Rangaswami (“Ragami’’), Triplicane, Madras.
A. P. Victor, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. P. K. Srinivasan, Association of Mathemat-
ics Teachers of India, Madras. T. M. Srinivasan and T. M. Kasturirangan, Madras.
John Herbet Anand, Mylapore, Madras. R. Janarthanan, Kumbakonam. R.
Viswanathan, headmaster, and V. Vaidynathan, assistant headmaster, Town Higher
Secondary School, Kumbakonam. S. Subbarathinan, Erode. A. Nazimuddin and H.
Sharmila, Madras. K. Elangovan, Kodumudi. R. Chandrasekhar, Kodumudi. A.
Sanguttuvan, Erode. L. Rajagopolan, S. Elango and D. G. Ramamurthy, Kumba-
konam. A. Saranathan and his family, Kumbakonam. S. Govindaraja Battachariar
and P. Vasunathan, Uppiliapan Koil, Thirunageswaram. T. U. Bhanumurthy and
Kalyanalakshmi, Madras. M. Vinnanasan, Kumbakonam. K. S. Padmanabhan, Ra-
manujan Institute, Madras. K. Narayanan and A. V. Chandrasekhar, The Hindu. A.
Ranganathan, Madras. K. Rajamani, Kumbakonam. T. C. Krishna and his family,
Madras. Bhama Srinivasan, University of Illinois, Chicago. P. P. Kulkarni, Nagpur. And,
of course, the unforgettable Hari, of Madras.

I wish also to express my gratitude to the staffs of the many libraries in the United
States, England, and India who have helped me in the quiet, faceless, but unfailingly
competent way we all expect of them. That, of course, is the problem: it’s so easy to
take the library for granted when it has the- book or document you need, and to
grumble when it doesn’t. But the very concept of the library, as a place to store,
preserve, and give access to books, was thrown into sharp focus during my five weeks
in India. There, libraries cannot always treat their treasures with the expensive care
Western libraries can lavish on theirs. In one, I found books and journals set out on
the floor, piled this way and that, the pages of even recent books crumbling, dusty and
mildewed. And yet never have I seen libraries so intensively used, books so hungrily
devoured. In one small library in Erode, I saw every seat at every table taken, and
many people standing in the aisles to read.

My appreciation, then, goes to librarians, archivists, and other staff'at the following
institutions:

Baltimore: The Milton S. Eisenhower Library of Johns Hopkins University.
William H. Welch Medical Library. Enoch Pratt Free Library—central library, St.
Paul Street branch, and telephone reference service.

Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress.

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Archives.

Princeton, N.J.: Seely G. Mudd Manuscript Library.

Cambridge, England: University Library of Cambridge University, and the librar-
ies of these Cambridge colleges: Trinity, St. John’s, Gonville & Caius. Scientific
Periodicals Library. Cambridgeshire Collection. Cambridge Folk Museum.

London: Royal Society Library. India Office Library. University of London. Na-
tional Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

Elsewhere in England: Guildford Public Library (Local Studies Collection). Cran-
leigh School, library and archives. Cranleigh Library. St. Catherine’s School Library,
Bramley. New College Library, Oxford. University of Reading.

Erode: Public Library.

Madras: Connemara Library, University of Madras. Archives of The Hindu. British
Embassy Library. Fort St. George Museum. Madras Museum.
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“An exquisite portrail . . . the rarest of literary experiences . . .
Ramanujan’s tale is the stuff of fable . . . a compelling read.”
—iLos Angeles Times Book Review

(it MAN WHO KNEL INFINITY

in 1513, 3 young. unschooled Indian clerk wrote a lefter to G.H. Hardy.
Bepgung the pre-eminent English mathematician's opreon on several ideas
he had about numbers. Realizing the letter was the work of 2 genius. Hardy
arranged for Srinrvasa Ramanygan to come to England. Thus began one of the

With a passion for rich and evocative detail, Robert Kanigei takes us from
he lemples and teeming slums of Madras to the courts and chapels of
Cambridge University. where the devout Hindu Ramanujan, “the Prince
ol Intuithon,” tested his brilliant theories alongside the sophisticated and
eccentric Hardy, “the Apostle of Proot.” In time, Ramanujan's creative

intensity took its toll- he died at the age of thirty-two and left behind a magical
and Inspired legacy that is still being plumbed for its secrets today.

“0ne of the finest, best-documented blographies ever
published about a modern mathematician. . . . You will find
yoursell eaplivated by this brilliant study of one of the most

remarkable and enigmatic minds of the century.”
—Martin Gardner, The News & Observer (Raleigh, NC)

“Superbly evocative . . . thoroughly captivating . . . one of the
most romantic stories in the history of mathematics.”

—John Allen Paglos, author of lnnomeracy,
in The New York Times Book Review

Mational Book Critics Circle Award Finalist
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